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P leasetakealookatthem odulehandbookthatispublishedonthissite. Duringthe

applicationprocessitw illlikely bethehandbookfortheyearpriortoyours,butitw illgivea

good indicationastow hatw illbeinplaceforyourcohort.

T his15-creditinterdisciplinary sciencem oduleisavailableforseniorhonoursstudentsin

m ostscienceschools(asw ellasfinalyearintegratedm astersstudentsifthey w illalready

have15 creditsfrom level5000 m odulesfrom previousyears). T hem oduleisparticularly

relevanttostudentsw hoareconsideringgoingintoteaching,sciencecom m unication,or

any careerthatrequiresgood com m unicationskills. Inthisday andagethelastcategory

w illcoverm ostcareers.

S tudentsonthism odulehavesom einitialtraininginhow tow orkinschools,thenspendthe

equivalentofaboutam orningaw eekinaschoolduringfirstsem ester. T heintentionisthat

they learnfrom theexperienceintheirplacem entschool,andassociatedreflection. T hey

startby observingaclassteacher,progresstoassistingtheteacher,and by theendofthe

sem esterw illbetakingresponsibility forleadingsom eform ofteachingsession(w iththe

teacheralw ayspresent). A m em berofstaffineachU niversity S choolprovidessom etutorial

support,liaisesw iththeplacem entschool,andisoneoftheassessm entteam .

T hem odulehasbeenrunningforanum berofyearsnow ,andw ehaveseenlotsofstudents

doinggreatthingsonit. S om eofthestudentshaveused theexperienceaspartoftheir

careerdevelopm enttow ardsschoolteaching,othershaveused itasaw ay tow ork“ outside

theircom fortzone” andtodevelopadditionalsubject-and career-relevantskills. T hisisa

m odulew herestudentsarealsom akingadifferenceinthelocalcom m unity. T hey takeinto

schoolstheirknow ledgeandenthusiasm fortheirsubjectandcansignificantly enhance

partsofthepupilexperiencew hilethem selveslearningfrom theclassroom experience.

T hem oduleinvolvesliaisonw ithlocalschools,w itheachstudentspendingatotalofabout

25 hoursw orkingalongsideateacher-m entorw ithinasecondary orprim ary school. All

studentsw hotakethism odulew illrequiretobeform ally checked(P VG)thatthey arenot

forbiddentow orkw ithyoungpeople. W ealsow ishtohavethebestchancetohaveonthe

m oduleonly studentsw hoaretotally com m ittedtothew orkthatthey w illbedoing. Asthe

w orkonthism oduleim pactsonschoolteachersand schoolpupils,studentstakingpartin

them odulehavetobeprofessionalabouttheiractions. Ifastudentacceptsany offerofa

placeonthem odule,thatisacom m itm ent,andtheusual“ m odulescanchanged infirstfew

daysofsem ester” doesnotapply. W earealsoabletofindonly acertainnum berof

placem entopportunities.



S tudentsgain“ realw orld” w orkexperience,w orkw ithteachersw hom ay bew illingtow rite

them areference,and areabletodevelopconfidenceand com petenceincom m unication,

teaching,w orkingw ithothers,and alsoinusingand interpretingkey ideasinscience.

T hem oduleisassessedpartly by them entorteacher,andpartly by w rittenandoralw ork

presentedtotheU niversity. T hesplitforthesessionprevioustoyoursisshow ninthe

m odulehandbook.

Com m entsfrom previousstudentsinclude:-

T hism odulehasgivenm einvaluableexperienceinsciencecom m unication.Itnotonly gave
m eaninsightintoteachingvariousagegroupsbutalsohow togoaboutcom m unicating
ideastothem inarelevantw ay.AsIw asm ostly teachingjustoneclassIw asabletobuild
uparelationshipw iththepupilsinsaid classandIhopethatIm ay haveinspiredsom eof
them tocarry onstudyingphysicsathigherlevelsandm adethem realisethatphysicsisn't
boringbutcanalsobeextrem ely usefulandfun.

Ithinkthatthisisanexcellentschem ebothforstudentslikem yself,fortheexperienceit
givesusinteaching,com m unicationand interpersonalskills;andforthepupilsinthe
schools,asitgavethem som eonetorelatetothatw asn'tateacherand w asnearertheirage
sothatthey couldfind outw hatuniversity w aslike.

T hism odulehasdeveloped m y confidenceand m y com m unicationskills.T hism akesit
easierform etoconsiderdifferentcareerpathsand Inow believeIhavetheskillstogointo
acareerw herecom m unicationplaysalargerole.

Ienjoyedthism odule.Itw asanicechangefrom thestandardacadem icm oduleand areally
goodopportunity todosom ethingpracticaland getinvolvedinthelocalcom m unity outside
oftheuniversity.M any studentsliveinauniversity bubbleforfouryearsw hilethey arehere
and itisfunandrew ardingtodosom ethingintherealw orld.

Ithinkthism odulehasauniquedraw forstudents,beinganinterdisciplinary m oduleit
allow sm any S choolstointroducetheirstudentstotheideaofteachingand stillgivethem
creditforthis.Ialsothinkthatthem oduleallow sstudentstobetterunderstand theirow n
coreknow ledgeofscience.

A pplicationandS election

Applyingtojointhem oduledoesnotcom m ityou totakingpart. Applicationsintheform of

aCV and coveringletterw illbeinvitedfrom relevantU niversity S choolspartw ay through

sem estertw o. Applicantsw illbeinvitedtoaninterview . Eachapplicationw illbeevaluated

throughtheapplicationdocum ents,theinterview ,andtherecordofthestudent. S electors

w illbelookingforstudentsw hoalready havesufficiently good com m unicationskillsand



scienceunderstanding. T hisisinorderforstudentstostand agood chanceofsuccessinthe

m oduleandtobeabletoim proveonthatknow ledgeandskill. S electorsw illbelookingfor

studentsw hohavegivensom ethoughttow hatisinvolved inthism odule,and w hohave

appropriateattitudestolearningandtocom m unication. N oselectionisperm ittedonthe

basisofgender,race,religion,etc. Aftertheinitialselectionprocess,candidatesm ust

successfully passthroughtheP VG checks.

EachU niversity S choolhasalim itonthenum berofstudentsthatthey canplace,soitm ay

bethatnotallsuitableapplicantscangettheofferofaplace. O fferedplacesm ay initially

bedependentontheU niversity S choolsecuringaplacem entforthestudent. T hose

studentsw hoacceptanofferofaplaceareasked tocom m ittoseeingthem odulethrough.


